Surgically implanted devices: ethical challenges in a very different kind of research.
Research on surgically implanted devices not only can raise issues familiar from drug studies, but also can raise special challenges. This article suggests some ways in which device trials can raise distinctive ethical issues. The AbioCor artificial heart trial is used as an example. Although this particular trial should not be deemed typical of surgically implanted device studies, it can highlight some particularly significant methodologic and ethical features.